
Local volunteer celebrated as one of the ‘Best in Britain’ 

 

Others may not have been surprised when Kirkheaton resident Lucy Lucy, the force behind 

the organisation DASH (Destitute Asylum Seekers in Huddersfield), was nominated for 

‘Britain's Best Volunteer’ but she certainly was. Lucy takes up the story: 

 

“When Val Johnson at Volunteering Kirklees told me she'd nominated me for the Britain's 

Best Volunteer Award I nearly fell off my chair.  And when she called me as I was on my way 

to Whitby to say I'd been chosen as a finalist I couldn't believe it. In the end I was one of the 

four runners up, with £250 for DASH and - anyone want to buy an Apple Watch? 

 

“Anyone who knows me knows I'm passionate about the cause of asylum seekers and 

refugees.  When I set DASH up almost five years ago we just did hosting - people offering a 

room - but now we have advocacy, client-cooked lunches, we cater events (including 

recently for the Kirkheaton WI), English classes, trips to the opera, play activities for 

children, fresh food to take home once a week, a restaurant meal organised by the Suffah 

mosque once a month... the list is endless.   

 

“Best of all, last year 21 of our clients got leave to remain, 14 of whom had previously been 

refused, some more than once.  When someone gets 'the paper' we have a cake with 

candles, a symbol of hope, and we loan them money against when their benefits will come 

(as that takes a long time).  And the loan almost always comes back on the day the benefits 

arrive, which shows it's good to put your trust in people.”  

 

Why not book ‘Taste of Freedom’ - a professionally cooked meal at a great price with all 

profits to DASH - as Lucy says “tickle your tastebuds as well as gladden your heart.” Contact 

DASH at 01484 532777. 

 


