
 

Leslie Noon - Minister of Kirkheaton United Church 

 

Leslie, and her husband Geoff, have been very much part of village life since she arrived in September 2006. In August she 

moves to a new post. 

 

Tell us a bit more about yourself 

 

I was born in Orpington, south London. I have always been part of the Methodist church from being a baby.  I became 

involved in children work, being passionate about making church a place where they were welcome, and where God could be 

relevant to them. This has guided my career too. For 17 years I worked in Methodist Church House in London, doing a 

number of jobs. The longest was in the children’s section, producing resources for people all over the country to use. 

 

How did you end up as a Minister? 

 

One day I was asked to take part in a service, and realised my passion for communicating God’s love was for people of all 

ages. I became a Local Preacher (leading services and preaching) in and around Croydon. I never intended to be a Minister 

though. ‘What planet are they on!’ was my response when people suggested that, but they kept on mentioning it, so a seed 

began to grow. I had not even finished my four year’s Lay Preacher training when I offered for full-time ministry and was 

accepted. This meant another four years part-time training, while I carried on working.  

 

How did you end up in Kirkheaton? 

 

That was a real shock. In the Methodist Church we don’t have any choice about where we go. When I was told I was coming 

to Huddersfield I said - ‘where’s that?!’ Geoff worked in London, so we had asked for somewhere in commutable distance! 

After the initial shock wore off though it has been great. It has actually worked out brilliantly, as Geoff was told he could work 

from home, so he just goes down to London a couple of times a month.  

 

Once we arrived we really enjoyed being in such beautiful surroundings. Even standing in the centre of town you can look up 

and see the hills. Huddersfield is certainly one of England’s best-kept secrets; it is a fantastic place. I must admit though, as a 

born and bred southerner, that people’s accents were a bit of a challenge at first! 

 

And having got over that? 

  

Having come from the suburbs I had never experienced anything like a village before. I’ve really come to envy people who live 

here, their sense of community and identity with the village. 

 

I don’t actually live in the village as I have four churches I am responsible for - Fartown and Cowcliffe and Bradley as well, and 

I live in Birkby, so I have been part of several communities. 

 



What about Geoff? 

 

He has also been very involved. He helps out with the Youth group, and at Circuit level (a group of chuches across the area) 

as Treasurer. He helps me with multimedia presentations too, He operates the computer and makes it go smoothly. 

 

What are some of the highlights of your time here? 

 

Definitely getting to know the people, in all my churches; many great, down to earth, Yorkshire folk, I have really enjoyed 

working with young people – in Kirkheaton school as well as the church, indeed working with people at both ends of age 

spectrum. 

 

While I’ve been here we’ve developed things such as Café Church (a quarterly breakfast) and Messy Church (Bacon 

sandwich and craft activities), and other interesting ways of discovering and articulating how we see God in our lives. It’s been 

great working closely with the Parish Church too, in all sorts of ways, like the Christmas Posada, and shared ‘Songs of Praise’ 

services. This works because it is a village, with just two churches. There is a real sense that we don’t see each other as 

rivals. It makes perfect sense to work together and people feel we have drawn closer over recent years. 

 

Our links with Yetton Together too is all a part of working in partnership, with anyone who will work with us, for the good of the 

wider community. 

 

What sort of memories will you be taking away with you? 

 

Definitely the people. It has been a real privilege to journey with them, to laugh and cry with them, as the people in my 

congregations face all the issues, experiences that people outside the church do too. The United Church is not just Methodist, 

it is a United Reformed Church (URC) too, a learning curve. Although these two have different structures, different ways of 

working, the United Church doesn’t feel either Methodist or URC; it feels like the ‘Chapel in Kirkheaton’ and has a character 

and life that goes way beyond any denomination.  

 

And the Chapel being a real part of the community. Being in the centre, it is a good place of welcome, for all sorts of groups.  

From Brass Bands to Blood Donors, Senior Citizens, to Slimming World. The school has often come down too. 

 

How are you feeling as you get ready to leave? 

 

I am really sorry to be going, although excited too, about the new opportunities. This was my first appointment. The first two 

years it is very much ‘on the job’ learning. I have learnt a lot here which I will be taking with me into my next post. 

 

Part of the Methodist tradition is to move on, it is an itinerant ministry. We normally stay for five years, but I was offered an 

extension and felt it right to stay two more.  

 

So, where next? 



Swansea - and this was after having asked for east or southern England! I will have one large church in a suburb and one very 

small one on a deprived Council Estate. I’ll also be part-time University Chaplain, so things will be quite different again. 

 

And how do you think you’ll be remembered? 

 

With a smile I hope! Definitely for my love of chocolate, a piece or two really keeps me going [Note from Editor - this is not a 

hint for a leaving present!]  I have also played a parrot in quite a few of our Pantos,. What a claim to fame. I hope people will 

remember me as fondly as I’ll remember them. 

 

 

 


