
 Kirkheaton Church - open all hours (well, nearly) 

 

The work to renew the inside of Kirkheaton church, the largest development of the building since the 1830s, has now been 

finished. Having been in the redeveloped building just a few weeks, the congregation of Kirkheaton parish church are really 

enjoying the flexibility it offers - and already having many ideas as to what more may happen in it. 

 

“People are so excited,” says Rector, the Revd Richard Steel. “Comments from church members and visitors alike are about 

how great it looks, how bright, open and welcoming, words like ‘open’, ‘warm’, ‘flexible’, ‘so much bigger’ and ‘glorifying to 

God’. Others have said how they have been really pleased by the way we have honoured the past, our heritage, as well as 

producing a fantastic contemporary space. We are absolutely delighted, as this is just what we set out to do.” 

 

“In just over a month we have already welcomed in both Kirkheaton and Dalton schools, history researchers and people from 

other churches seeking inspiration for developing their own buildings, along with hundreds from the local community for our 

Christmas Tree Festival (see report, p.) and Christmas services,” he adds. “We feel we are really living out our new Vision 

statement - ‘Bringing God's love into the heart of the Community’.” 

 

“From the small scale new ‘Knit and Natter’ group on a Monday afternoon, to the well established Art Festival that takes place 

in May, we want to see more and more people feel at home and making the most of our excellent new facilities.” 

 

“We still have some glass screens to fit in the Beaumont Chapel,” says Mr Steel, “and we will be having the path leveled and 

proper wheelchair access in the next few months. Both of these have been able to be done through the generosity of three 

people who have left legacies to make the church fit for today.” 

 

And one of the best things? “Being able to point people towards our toilets! One man told me he has not been able to come to 

church for years, because of the fear caused by his medical condition. That is the kind of down to earth issue our work has 

sought to solve. We have just had a funeral where older people were able to go straight from the service to the ‘Wake’ without 

leaving the building. And couples planning their weddings this year are delighted at what we have done. For them and for 

many others our church is now really ‘open for business’ seven days a week.” 

 

The church is now open from 8 am - 4 pm most days. Why not drop in and see for yourselves? Fresh tea and coffee always 

available. 

 

 

 


