
FAMILY HISTORY 

The group continues meet every Thursday from 6.00pm at the Kirkheaton Library and is available to help with 
all things Family History. 

 Adoption and the Family Historian 

This was an article in the Journal of the Bristol & Avon Family History Society 

It was not until the Adoption of Children Act, 1926, that a legal system of adoption for persons under age 18 was 
introduced. Until then undoubtedly many ad hoc arrangements had been made between family members who, 
even if known by family historians, may cause problems in tracing blood lines. In 1976 adoptees were given access 
to their birth records; adoptions became "open" adoptions, i.e. limited "Letterbox" contact between birth 
and adoptive families. 

Since 2005 birth families (however distant but linked by blood) can have the adoptee approached (by a registered 
Adoption Agency) to see if they want contact. The Agency will ask the adoptee if they would like contact and only 
if consent is given will the birth family learn anything about the adoptee. Adoptee's families had no right of 
access to the adoptee's birth records. As a family historian, if within your family a child, parent or grandparent 
was adopted only they can access their birth records to learn their birth name. If the adopted person has died, 
new regulations of 10 November 2015 allow intermediary Agencies to apply for the birth name from GRO and 
the Agency will decide if the birth name can be released, usually if the birth parents give consent or are deceased. 
The family historian can thus obtain the original birth certificate. 

Search aids: 

NORCAP Contact Register now held by Adoption Services for Adults: 

www.adoptionservicesforodults.org.uk 

GRO Adoption Contact Register:  

www.gov.uk/adoption-records/the-adoption-contact-register 

Adoption UK:              www.adoptionuk.org  

Australian searches:     www.jigsaw.org.au 

British Association for Adoption and Fostering: www.adoptionsearchreunion.org.uk 

SSAFA supporting the Forces and their families: www.ssafa.org.uk 

  
Allow different surnames for married couples 
In Japan it's compulsory for married couples to share a surname, and whilst it needn't be the husband's 
surname, in 96% of cases it's the woman who has to change - according to an article in The Economist (11th 
November 2017). A survey in Britain found that only 59% of young women wanted to take their husband's 
name, but in the past the percentage was much higher - my wife and I attended an event recently where we 
were the only couple to have different surnames. 
  
Japan is now an exception, though it was only in 2005 that South Korea changed the rules. Perhaps more 
surprisingly (or perhaps not) it was compulsory for married couples in Germany to share the same surname 
until 1993 (see this report from the Japan Times for more background information). 
  
What is in a Name 
Most popular first names for baby boys and girls in 2017 using birth registration data - Released on 21 
September 2018 
Baby names in England and Wales 

Analysis shows that names given to babies differ by local authority within England and Wales. - Released on 21 
September 2018 
Baby names: where you live could shape what you call your baby 

http://webmail.gridhost.co.uk/#NOP
http://webmail.gridhost.co.uk/#NOP
http://webmail.gridhost.co.uk/#NOP
http://www.adoptionservicesforodults.org.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/adoption-records/the-adoption-contact-register
http://www.adoptionuk.org/
http://www.jigsaw.org.au/
http://www.adoptionsearchreunion.org.uk/
http://www.ssafa.org.uk/
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Names: everyone's got one but how has yours performed over the past 110 years? Are you a comeback kid, a 
disappearing act or a completely new entry? 
Find out using our interactive graphic that shows the top 100 names for baby boys and girls in England and 
Wales for every ten years between 1904 and 1994 and for each year from 1996 onwards. - Released on 2 
September 2016 
Baby names since 1904: how has yours performed? 

Cyndi Ingle Honoured with the Prestigious Prince Michael of Kent Award 
The Society of Genealogist's patron is Prince Michael of Kent, after whom the Society has named a prestigious 
award (created in 2000). The award is granted periodically to a person or organization which has made an 
outstanding contribution to genealogy. The latest recipient of this honour is Cyndi Ingle, well known for he 
Cyndi's List web site, one of THE go-to-places for genealogy. 
  
Forebears Website 
This is another must visit website 
Th e  m a in  a im  of  t he  s i te  i s  t o  b r in g  t oge t h e r  t he  w id e  v a r iet y  o f  g e ne a log ica l  s ou rc es  
a v a i la b le  on  a n d  of f - l in e  a n d  c at a log u e t h e m ;  s o  a s  t o  m ak e  t h e m  e as i ly  a c ce ss ib le  b y  
re s ea rc h e rs  look ing  f or  re c ord s  re lat ing  t o  a n ce st ors  in  a  pa rt i c u la r  t ow n ,  reg ion  or  
c ou n t ry .  

 Search for the Meaning & Distribution of 26 million Surnames 

 Search for genealogical records 

 Administration in the Prerogative Court of Canterbury 
 
 
Your DNA Is Not Your Culture 
 
Writing in The Atlantic, Sarah Zhang points out that "A Spotify playlist tailored to your DNA is the 
latest example of brands cashing in on people's search for identity." 
 
You can read Sarah Zhang's article at: Ctrl click here  
 
DNA Testing for Genealogy Warning 
 
I came across an old article in The Daily Telegraph 
 
A warning about the accuracy of the tests was made by the Sense About Science campaign group, 
which said "such histories are either so general as to be personally meaningless or they are just 
speculation from thin evidence." 
 
The warning was backed by a number of leading genetics experts. Steve Jones, Emeritus Professor of 
Human Genetics at UCL said: "On a long trudge through history – two parents, four great-
grandparents, and so on – very soon everyone runs out of ancestors and has to share them. 
 
"As a result, almost every Briton is a descendant of Viking hordes, Roman legions, African migrants, 
Indian Brahmins, or anyone else they fancy." 
 
His colleague Prof Mark Thomas said: "These claims are usually planted by the companies that 
provide these so-called tests and are not backed up by published scientific research. This is business, 
and the business is genetic astrology." 
 
Tracey Brown, Director of Sense About Science added: "Genetics researchers are telling us that you 
are better off digging around in your loft than doing a DNA ancestry test if you want to find out about 
your family tree." 
 
  

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/birthsdeathsandmarriages/livebirths/articles/babynamessince1904howhasyoursperformed/2016-09-02
https://www.cyndislist.com/uk/general/
https://forebears.co.uk/
https://www.theatlantic.com/science/archive/2018/09/your-dna-is-not-your-culture/571150/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/science/science-news/9912822/DNA-ancestry-tests-branded-meaningless.html


 
Boris Johnson 'is descendant' of mummified Basel woman 

Syphilis-ridden 18th century mummy dug up in Swiss church is a relative of Boris Johnson The Telegraph 
News/Science 

  

RESEARCH PROJECTS 

Are you interested in becoming in helping in any of our research projects? 

Charles Brooke Diary 1775-1776 

History of Kirkheaton Parish Church 

Audio/Video Interviews 

For this project to progress, we desperately need you to get in touch to let us know someone (young or not so 
young), who would like to be interviewed about their life and experiences.  Please get in touch before it is too 
late. 

We can provide a video/audio copy of the interview for you to keep in your "Memory Box". 

Photographs/Films/Videos 

Have you photographs, films and or videos relating to the Parish of Kirkheaton then please get in touch. 

Our aim is to build up a collection and make them readily available. 

 
Colin Beaver                            Secretary of the Kirkheaton History Group 
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